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Parental involvement is at the heart of student achievement, and you play a pivotal
role in the education of your children. We want you to know that we appreciate
your involvement and encourage your continued partnership as we enrich the
academic experience for our students.

To help you continue on this path, Miami-Dade County Public Schools has created
this Parent Resource Guide —a “one-stop” source with helpful tips and information
to guide you as you advocate for your child. On the following pages, you will find
useful information on helping your child in school, becoming active with parent
organizations such as the PTA/PTSA, and understanding standardized tests.

Refer to a section below for the information you need.

Pre-Kindergarten & Elementary School
Middle School

Senior High School

Parent/Family Involvement

Testing & Accountability

Student Health

Special Education

School Choice

Other Important Information
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We wish you and your child the best for a great school year!
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Pre-Kindergarten Programs
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The Voluntary Pre-K program helps Florida children develop the skills they need to become good readers and suc-
cessful students. Every Florida child who is four years old by September 1,2011 is eligible to attend the program
in the fall of 2011. Registration takes place in the spring, and admission is by lottery. For more information about
Voluntary Pre-K, call the Early Learning Coalition, which administers the program, at 305-644-4046 or visit www.
vpkhelp.org or www.elcmdm.org. For information about other pre-kindergarten programs, contact your neighbor-
hood elementary school.
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WLRN Ready to Learn
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WLRN’s Ready to Learn service is a fun, informative outreach initiative that prepares children for success in
school through the reach of public television’s award-winning children’s programming. The service develops com-
munity-based programs designed to promote early learning, with accompanying Web and print content for children,
parents, grandparents, educators and childcare providers. Ready to Learn offers parent/caregiver workshops and
professional development for educators to address school readiness. Emphasis is placed on the “Learning Triangle”
(View, Read, Do), promoting parental time spent reading with their children, and increasing children’s developing
literacy skills. For more information, visit www.wlrn.org/readytolearn or call 305-995-2195.
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